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Washington, DC – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) announced that $500,000 for water treatment infrastructure upgrades in Manteca was approved by the U.S. House of Representatives last night, based on a request Rep. McNerney made.  The approved funding was included in the 2008 Interior and Environment Appropriations bill.

 

“Providing clean drinking water for our citizens is one of the most basic, and necessary, functions of government,” Rep. McNerney said.  “I am pleased that the House approved funding I requested to allow Manteca to upgrade wells that provide half the city’s drinking water.  This is an important project that will mean cleaner, safer water for Mantecans.”

 

“It’s funding like this that helps us improve the quality of drinking water for our citizens, without affecting monthly rates,” said Manteca Mayor Willie Weatherford.

 

“Manteca has made great strides in increasing the amount of drinking water available, and we will continue to strive to make it the best quality possible. And with stricter limitations being imposed by the Federal government, it’s nice to see that additional Federal funds may be available to help us get there,” Weatherford said.
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The funding will be used to retrofit existing wells in Manteca to ensure the city’s water quality meets with certain standards for pollutants.  Upgrades to the wells, which provide half the city’s drinking water, will allow Manteca to meet these standards and comply with a conjunctive use plan that combines surface water with well water.

 

Funding for the project is subject to approval by the Senate and then President Bush.  The appropriations process is expected to be complete by the start of the next fiscal year on October 1, 2007.
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